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ASBURY PARK CONFERENCE 



These were considered wholly in connec- 
tion with the purchase of books: (1) Vest- 
ing the final authority in the librarian, a 
committee, or the faculty; (2) depart- 
mental apportionment; (3) relative ad- 
vantages in ordering through local dealers, 
jobbers, or publishers. In regard to the 
last question, Mr. Ewell himself seemed 
inclined to use the local dealers, but lively 
discussion indicated that the feeling of the 



meeting favored buying through the job- 
bers. 

The chairman then presented to the 
meeting the nominations for officers for 
the next year: Chairman, C. S. Thayer, of 
Hartford Theological Seminary; secretary, 
Clara Clark, of Bible Teachers' Training 
School, New York. These officers being 
unanimously elected, the meeting was ad- 
journed. 



TRAINING CLASS TEACHERS' ROUND TABLE 



The Training Class Teachers Round 
Table met at 2:30 p. m., on Thursday, June 
26, Miss Lucy L. Morgan, chairman, pre- 
siding. 



The time was occupied with an informal 
exchange of ideas regarding matters of in- 
terest to those concerned in training class 
work. 



LEAGUE OF LIBRARY COMMISSIONS 



FIRST SESSION 

The League of Library Commissions 
was called to order at 2:30 p.m., June 25, 
by the president, Mrs. Elizabeth Claypool 
Earl, who presented briefly and clearly the 
place of the League and the state library 
commission in that library development 
throughout the country which is antici- 
pated by all. The president regretted the 
necessary omission of the midwinter meet- 
ings during her term of office, as well as 
the lack of development of any new plans 
of League work. This had been due to 
the extreme pressure under which all com- 
missions and commission workers had been 
laboring during the war period. Every- 
one was doing his utmost to meet the 
demands for service in the various cam- 
paigns. The work involved in various 
drives of the library war service, iood 
conservation, liberty loans, and others had 
left no time for cogitation as to what else 
might be done. Regrets as to the past, 
however, were not so important as plans 
for the future. The theme of the first ses- 
sion was announced as "The relation of the 
commission to the individual library," and 
Mrs. Earl presented as the first speaker, 



Dr. C. C. Williamson, of the New York Li- 
brary, whose paper was entitled. 

A LOOK AHEAD FOK THE SMALL LIBRARY 

(See p. 141) 
Dr. Williamson's paper was followed by 
a warm discussion. Mr. Wellman, of 
Springfield, stated that while central ma- 
chinery is necessary if the small libraries 
of the state are to function well, the plan 
of having district superintendence has not 
always worked satisfactorily in Massa- 
chusetts. He agreed with Mr. William- 
son's suggestion that an organized backing 
by influential men of the community, 
whether library trustees or not, was 
needed to make possible the right sort of 
legislation and administration. He felt 
that the big question in small towns was to 
get the communities to read good books, 
and questioned whether the approximate 
failure of the library movement there was 
not due to the tastes of the populace rather 
than to lack of the best machinery. 

Mr. Bliss, of Pennsylvania, stated that 
before he could endorse Dr. Williamson's 
conclusions a more definite description of 
what was meant by the small library was 
needed. He did not desire to get rid of 



